
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridgestone Americas’ Wilson Manufacturing Facility Receives First 

Ever Zero Waste To Landfill Claim Validation From UL Environment 

Leading third-party certification organization recognizes facility’s achievement in 

sustainable business practices 

WILSON, NC (Jan. 9, 2014) – Bridgestone Americas, Inc., (Bridgestone) today 

announced that its Wilson, NC passenger and light truck tire manufacturing plant has 

achieved Underwriters Laboratories’ (UL) landfill waste diversion claim validation for 

Zero Waste to Landfill. Zero Waste to Landfill is the highest claim validation UL gives for 

landfill waste diversion, which is performed and delivered by UL Environment, a 

business unit of UL. Bridgestone’s Wilson tire plant is the first facility of any kind to 

receive this prestigious designation. 

“I am so proud of the teammates at the Wilson facility for their commitment to 

being the first of Bridgestone’s manufacturing sites, and the first manufacturing facility of 

any kind, to be recognized by UL Environment for this accomplishment,” said Gary 

Williamson, Wilson Plant Manager, Bridgestone Americas. “This achievement validates 

all of their hard work, and continues to position our company as a leader in identifying 

and implementing innovative solutions to support environmental sustainability.” 

The Wilson facility achieved its Zero Waste to Landfill goals in February 2013, 

and began the process of applying for UL’s claim validation. The facility had to undergo 

an extensive, two-part, UL Environment-led audit, which included document evaluation 

and on-site visits. During the evaluation process, UL verified Wilson’s Zero Waste to 

Landfill claim with 14 percent waste to energy, determining that a majority of the 

facility’s waste to energy diversion — 11 percent — is the best possible use for that 

material. 

“UL’s Zero Waste to Landfill validation provides an opportunity for businesses 

and brands to holistically assess their waste reduction efforts, and to confidently share 

their sustainability success stories,” explained Lisa Meier, Vice President of UL 

Environment. “We believe this validation will help illustrate the commitment that leading 

companies, like Bridgestone, have made to improving their environmental impact.” 
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Innovation is a key to Bridgestone’s success in finding beneficial uses for what 

was once landfilled waste. Facility leadership worked closely with disposal partner 

Waste Management Sustainability Services (Waste Management) to identify all of the 

remnant waste materials from manufacturing processes such as whole scrap tires, 

rubber components and packaging, as well as ancillary support processes such as 

offices and cafeterias. Together, Bridgestone and Waste Management successfully 

found other beneficial-use markets for these materials.  

“It was clear from our work with the Wilson leadership team that their 

commitment was something that should be nurtured and recognized on a much larger 

scale,” said Tom Carpenter, Director of Waste Management’s Sustainability Services 

Division. “We were thrilled to partner with them and support them in achieving their 

ambitious and admirable goal of Zero Waste to Landfill.” 

Bridgestone’s passenger and light truck tire manufacturing plant in Aiken, S.C. 

achieved zero waste to landfill in December 2012. Since adding a corporate recycling 

focus in 2006, recycling by the company’s Aiken, SC; Bloomington, Ill.; Des Moines, 

Iowa; Joliette, Quebec, Canada; LaVergne, Tenn.; Monterrey, Mexico; Warren, Tenn.; 

and Wilson, NC tire plants has progressed from nearly half of all waste going to landfills 

to less than 15 percent overall today.    

“The UL mark is widely accepted as one of the highest achievements for 

companies and products,” said Tim Bent, Director of Environmental Affairs, Bridgestone 

Americas. “UL Environment’s validation of our Zero Waste to Landfill achievement at 

Wilson demonstrates to our customers, our communities and our teammates that we 

are a corporate partner highly committed to helping ensure a healthy environment for 

current and future generations.”    

 “One Team, One Planet” is the overarching program for all of Bridgestone 
Corporation’s environmental activities focusing on the company’s three major 
environmental objectives: Being in harmony with nature, valuing natural resources and 
reducing CO2 emissions. To learn more, visit www.OneTeamOnePlanet.com.   
 
 
About Bridgestone Americas, Inc.: 

 Nashville, Tenn.-based Bridgestone Americas, Inc. (BSAM) is the U.S. subsidiary of 

Bridgestone Corporation, the world’s largest tire and rubber company. BSAM and its 

subsidiaries develop, manufacture and market a wide range of Bridgestone, Firestone and 

associate brand tires to address the needs of a broad range of customers, including  
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consumers, automotive and commercial vehicle original equipment manufacturers, and 

those in the agricultural, forestry and mining industries. The companies are also engaged in  

retreading operations throughout the Western Hemisphere and produce air springs, roofing 

materials, and industrial fibers and textiles. The BSAM family of companies also operates 

the world’s largest chain of automotive tire and service centers. Guided by its One Team, 

One Planet message, the company is dedicated to achieving a positive environmental impact 

in all of the communities it calls home. 
 
About UL Environment:  

UL Environment works to advance global sustainability, environmental health, and 

safety by supporting the growth and development of environmentally preferable products, 

services, and organizations. We help companies achieve their sustainability goals—and help 

purchasers, specifiers, retailers, governments, and consumers find products they can trust. 

UL Environment offers environmental claim validations, multi-attribute product 

certifications, environmental product declarations, indoor air quality certification, product 

emissions testing, organizational sustainability certification, and consulting. For more 

information, visit www.ul.com/environment and connect with us via Twitter, LinkedIn, or 

Facebook. 
 
About Waste Management 

 Waste Management, based in Houston, Texas, is the leading provider of 

comprehensive waste management services in North America. Our subsidiaries provide 

collection, transfer, recycling and resource recovery, and disposal services. We are the 

largest residential recycler and also a leading developer, operator and owner of waste-to-

energy and landfill-gas-to-energy facilities in the United States. Our customers include 

residential, commercial, industrial and municipal customers throughout North America. To 

learn more visit www.wm.com. 
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